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Hello & Welcome!
...to all the new Newsletter recipients we 
signed up at the Ongwediva Trade Fair. 
We are so  happy to have you on board!

For the ones who don’t know the FLI yet: The Financial  Literacy 
Initiative (FLI) is a national platform to enhance  financial 

education for individuals and micro-, small- and medium 
sized enterprises. The FLI consists of more than 25 Platform 
Supporters from the Namibian public, private and civil society 
sector aimed at working in a coordinated effort to improve 
the financial capability of all Namibians. The FLI was initiated 
by the Ministry of Finance in 2009 with support of the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ).

New Address: The FLI Offices Have Moved

Since the Headquarters of the Ministry of Finance moved to 
its new office building in Molkte Street in Windhoek  (entrance 
right next to the Ministry of Finance Inland Revenue Building), 
the FLI also moved its offices. 

We are now located in the “Kaiserliche Landesvermessung-
samt” at the corner of Moltke Street and John Meinert Street! 
Feel free to come and visit us any time, to pick up education-
al booklets or simply have a chat with us. 

We are looking forward to your visit!
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Office Address: 
Corner of John Meinert Street &  
Moltke Street

Telephone Number: 061 271367

How to reach the FLI



Hi everyone, my name is Antonia Smith. I joined 
the FLI in August 2015 as Local Junior Advisor 
at the Financial Literacy Initiative (FLI) at the 
Ministry of Finance under GIZ’s Promotion of 
 Competitiveness Program (ProCOM).  
I am still relatively new to the FLI but it has been an 
awesome experience thus far. For me  financial 
 literacy plays a vital role in our life’s it’s some-

There are a couple of new faces 
 supporting the FLI Team, 
welcome to the Team!

Welcome New FLI Team Members

Hello everyone, my name is Penda  Sheehama 
and I am an intern at the Financial Literacy 
Initiative (FLI) at the Ministry of Finance under 
GIZ’s Promotion of Competitiveness Program 
(ProCOM). I am a 4th year student at the 
Polytechnic of Namibia studying towards a 
Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration. 
This is my second month at FLI, I am happy 
to be here and grateful for such a wonderful 

Welcome Antonia - Head of Support Group Media & Communication

Welcome Penda!

Welcome Jose!

First Lady  & Shack Dwellers Federation of Namibia
The FLI held a successful training of 70 women in small businesses in collaboration with the  Office 
of the First Lady and the Shack Dwellers Federation of Namibia. The training took place on  15 
 August 2015 at the Habitat Research & Development Centre in Katutura.  The trainings were 
based on:  

• Separating personal and business finances

• The importance of saving   

• Bookkeeping

The Shack Dwellers Federation of Namibia (SDFN) is a network of 605 savings schemes with 20400 
members throughout the country. It aims to improve the lives of the poor by securing affordable 
land and shelter and improving the living conditions of those excluded from commercial housing 
and financial processes, using a community-driven approach. The FLI will be engaging in several 
more trainings with the Shack Dwellers Federation. The FLI looks forward to a long and successful 
cooperation with the Shack Dwellers Federation of Namibia. 

thing we all need to implement on a  daily  bases. I 
believe that through the FLI behavioural change in 
the  management of finances in Namibia can be 
achieved. Before I joined the FLI I worked as  Country 
Coordination Assistant at the Southern Africa 
 Innovation Support (SAIS) Programme. I am a Bach-
elor of Marketing graduate from the Poly technic of 
 Namibia.  I look forward to my time at the FLI and 
cannot wait for the new opportunities ahead.

opportunity. I admit that just for the short 
time that I have been here; I have al-
ready grasped a lot on how to manage 
my own finances. Financial literacy plays 
a very important role on how we make 
informed decisions about managing 
money. I look forward to meeting all the 
colleagues.

Hi I am Jose Lopez, from Guatemala, 
I  recently joined the FLI as an intern. I 
 received my Master’s Degree in Interna-
tional Studies from Uppsala University in 
Sweden and hold a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business Administration from John Brown 
University in the USA. I aim to  contribute to 
the FLI team in areas related to  monitoring 
evaluation, communication and 
 administrative support. 

My general interests include international de-
velopment and education. I currently serve 
as a Board Member of the International Hear-
ing Mission, an organization dedicated to 
assisting children & youth with hearing needs 
through hearing aids and educational initia-
tives. In my spare time, I enjoy traveling, run-
ning and amateur photography. If you’d like 
to check out some of my pics on  Instagram, 
you can follow me at @josepepelo.



Welcome Penda!

Ongwediva Trade Fair 2015
The FLI team visited the Ongwediva Trade Fair from 21-25 
August 2015. The main purpose of our visit was to the trade 
fair was to create awareness of the FLI, to distribute the FLI 
booklets and sign up participants for our SMS line and news-
letter, as well as to educate people on money and wellness, 
budgeting, saving and responsible spending. We were over-
whelmed by the large number of visitors to our stand which 
turned into a very productive and exciting experience. 

In September 2015, the FLI successfully held two Action Group 
Meetings. Action Group Business Finance took place on the 
15 September 2015 and Action Group Personal Finance on 
the 16 September 2015. 

The aim of the meetings was to present the new FLI strategy, 
current developments and the progress within each action 

group as well as to get platform supporter input and sup-
port in areas where we are  experiencing challenges. 

We would like to thank the following platform supporters 
for their attendance and valuable contributions to the 
meeting:

• NISO
• Adonai Trust
• Bank Windhoek
• Namibia SME Forum
• Micro Lenders Association 
• Business Financial Solutions 
• Development Bank of Namibia 
• Healthworks Business Coalition
• Kongaland Financial Services
• The TransUnion Credit Bureau

FLI Action Group Meetings
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The realization that financial literacy is of utmost importance 
to all of us was a common feeling among all our visitors.  The 
FLI received glowing recommendations on what we want to 
achieve especially the importance of financial education for 
the nation.

We look forward to the next Action Group Meetings!

Thank you!



FLI’s 3-Year Strategy Approved
The FLI is proud to announce that our 3 year strategy has 
been approved by the Executive Committee on 3 July 2015. 

The 3 year strategy was developed by FLI’s Platform 
 Supporters. The Strategy highlighted new target groups 
that will be targeted through various projects under the 
programs “Business Financial Management” and “Personal 
Financial Management”. 

These projects include information conferences for Start-up 
businesses, SME Training programs for Youth Entrepreneur, 
A Pocket money campaign for Pre-youth, Financial Well-
ness Workplace Programs for public and private sector 
employees and many more. In all projects, FLI will consider 
enhancing focus on women, collaborating with leaders and 
spreading out projects to different regions when implement-
ing the new strategy with the aim to educate on a national 
level. The new strategy is a new direction for FLI and we are 
looking forward to the implementation of the strategy and 
exploring FLI’s full potential. Members of the FLI Executive Committee
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FLI On Omulunga Radio

The FLI recently launched a 6 week radio campaign on  Omulunga Radio 
and National Radio on the Oshiwambo  service.  

The radio campaign is a pilot study which the FLI is  undertaking to determine 
whether people will be able to  recognize the FLI after the radio campaign. 
To  determine whether people listen and understand what the FLI is about.   

After the next 6 weeks of the messages being aired on the radio the FLI 
team will be in the Oshana Region to conduct a research study. The aim 
of the study is to monitor the effectiveness of the radio campaign through 
conducting interviews with people in the region to find out if people listened 
to the message and also if they were educated through the message on 
financial literacy.  

Please tune in to Omulunga 100.09 and National Radio  Oshiwambo 98.2!



Launch Of InsureWise

“Be wise” is the main theme of the financial education 
 campaign carried out by the FLI. The campaign is directed 
to  individuals as well as micro-, small- and medium sized en-
terprises to enable them to make informed decisions about 
managing money. Through a combination of different 
 channels, which includes but is not limited to; booklets, street 
 theatre plays, radio and TV shows as well as a Facebook 
page, the Financial Literacy Initiative aims to create aware-
ness on good and responsible practices both for private and 
business financials.

The FLI will soon launch “InsureWise” which aims to introduce 
the main concepts and terms associated with the different 
types of insurances available in Namibia. The objective of 
this booklet is to create awareness to the Namibian public 
about the different available insurance options and their 
characteristics. Having kicked off with “SpendWise, Bud-
getWise, SaveWise, BorrowWise and PayWise; InsureWise is 
the newest campaign under the Be Wise theme.

New Platform Supporters

The Financial Literacy Initiative and 
the Namibia Real Estate Agents Board 
and House of Woman signed the FLI 
 Memorandum of Understanding.

The two organisations agreed to partner with the FLI in order 
to educate their target audiences on financial  literacy.  
House of Women works with women and through  the 
 cooperation with FLI, more women will be easily reached with 
financial education. The Memorandum also governs the co-
operation between and among the FLI Platform  Supporters.

Ministry of Finance,
Fiscus Building, 10 John Meinert Str

77077 (40c/sms)*
*40 cents per SMS. Across all 3 networks.

Terms and Conditions apply.

Private Bag 13295, 
Windhoek, Namibia

Tel.: (+264) 61 209 2295
Fax: (+264) 61 245 696

5

FLI and NEAB are pleased with their good coopera-
tion: Olivia Amadhila (left) from FLI and Anne Thandeka 
 Gebhardt (right) Chairperson of the NEAB

Loise Katanga (left) from FLI and Mrs. Anne Thandeka 
Gebhardt (right) signing for the House of Women


